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Dear Parent / Carer 

We are in the midst of a national emergency.  Our primary duty is to support and protect one another.  

We seek to do exactly this in all our advice and guidance to you. 

The strong advice from NHS England is to stay at home.  If you can stay at home: You should.  If you 

can keep your loved ones at home: You should.  Below, we will set out our arrangements where there 

are exceptions to this principle as identified by the Secretary of State for Education. 

Any on-site provision at school necessarily assumes that there is a workforce present to staff it.  Health 

& Safety is and will remain our paramount concern – that of any young people in our care and of our 

staff.  School staff stand at the frontline of this national effort.  I urge you to show your respect for 

these very special efforts in these most challenging of circumstances.  It is our intention to do our 

utmost to follow the government's guidance on ‘social distancing’, with your support.   

You can help our school enormously throughout this period by:  

•  Abiding by our decision-making 

• Keeping your child safe at home 

We are working closely with senior colleagues at Barnsley Council and have agreed a joint 

position on our advice to parents: 

Our advice to parents is clear: Every child who can be safely cared for at home should be. 

It is really important that we all work together to stop the Covid-19 virus from spreading, and children 

staying at home helps to do this.  For the vast majority of children this is the safest place to be. We 

must work together to keep school numbers to an absolute minimum and therefore allow support to 

focus on those children who have parents who are critical to the management of the Coronavirus crisis 

and/or those where attending school is an absolute last resort. 

Our school will not be able to look after large numbers of pupils safely, as our own staff will also have 

to follow the rules about self-isolating. Therefore, we must work together to not overwhelm school so 

that we can continue to support identified children for the foreseeable future.   

The final decision as to whether a child can be safely accommodated at the school rests with the 

Headteacher based on their risk assessment of the situation.  The Local Authority are supporting 

Headteachers in applying this principle. 

It is our aim to maintain a learning provision for everyone, in line with Department for Education 

Guidance where possible. Our staff have therefore been busily training and preparing to provide online 



learning.  Our planning is aimed at providing the maximum possible learning opportunities for your 

child that staff availability permits, for the duration of these unique circumstances. 

We understand that these are uncertain times for everyone, and whilst the school is closed it can seem 

harder to find information about what this means for you.  School websites will be updated and we will 

continue to be in contact with all parents letting you know about any changes or developments.  If you 

wish to contact school then please do this via the website contact form or telephone. 

With your help we will do our very best to keep your children and the staff at school as safe as 

possible.  

Thank you very much for your understanding and continued support during this very difficult time for 

us all.  

Yours faithfully,  

 Di Greaves (Interim Executive Principal) and Dave Whitaker (Director of Learning, Wellspring 

Academy Trust) 

 

 


