
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rolling Programme and Curriculum Coverage 
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 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

F1/F2 

Music 

Rhythm and Pulse 

What is a pulse? 

Performing simple 

rhythms and rhythm in 

song and syllables that 

create rhythm. 

Pitch 

Differentiating high 

and low pitch and how 

this affects us when 

singing 

 

Tempo 

•  Covering fast & 

slow tempo and 

relating this to 

pulse. Listening to 

music to 

differentiate 

between slow and 

fast. Performing 

songs that are 

slow/fast.  

Dynamics 

• Introduced to 

dynamics as a 

concept of 

loud/quiet and to 

differentiate 

between music that 

is loud and quiet. 

Using voice and 

instruments 

demonstrate loud & 

quiet 

Orchestra 

• Looking at different 

instruments and putting 

into groups. What 

characteristics have 

certain instruments 

got? Pupils to 

differentiate 

instruments by both 

sight and sound and use 

these instruments in a 

simple performance to 

include all the 

interrelated dimensions 

of music   

Instrumentation - 

Festivals 

• Pupils to plan for a 

music festival, 

listening to 

different genres of 

music, categorising 

and deciding what 

they would like as 

part of their own 

festival. Pupils to 

take part in their 

planned festival by 

singing/playing 

instruments 

incorporating all the 

years work.  

F3 

Music 

 

Timbre 

What is timbre? 

Pupils learn to 

describe the timbre 

(quality of sound) of 

different 

instruments/sound. 

Pupils to categorise 

instruments according 

to their timbre and 

listen with 

discrimination to 

identify different 

instruments 

 

Texture 

What is texture? 

Pupils to listen to 

music with different 

textures (thick/thin), 

can pupils 

differentiate 

between textures. 

Pupils use voice 

(singing simple 

rounds) and 

instruments to create 

music with different 

textures.  

Melody & Metre 

Quick recap of 

Rhythm & pulse and 

pitch which when 

combined make a 

melody. Pupils listen 

to melodies with 

predominantly a 

metre ( a recurring 

pattern of stresses 

or accents that 

provide the pulse or 

beat of music) of 4. 

Pupils to clap and 

cound the metre and 

stress the 1st beat 

Structure 

Following on from 

Melody and Metre, 

pupils listen to 

different pieces with 

the structure of binary 

(two parts, A & B) and 

turnery (3 parts, A, B 

and A returning) Can 

pupils differentiate. 

Pupils compose a simple 

melody in Binary form 

(A & B) using the 

principles learnt in 

Melody & Metre 

Simple Notation – 

Graphic Scores 

Pupils listen to music and 

match pictures to sounds 

and draw symbols that 

could represent sounds. 

They use a well-known 

story as stimulus for a 

composition following 

pictures using both 

acoustic instruments and 

sound beams    

Song writing 

• Pupils compose their 

own song using a well-

known melody as a 

backing, writing lyrics 

and performing as 

part of an ensemble 

including percussion 

instruments they 

have used to 

incorporate rhythm.  



 
 

of each 4. Pupils 

compose a simple 16 

beat melody with a 

4 beat metre using 

tuned instruments 

and incorporating 

different pitch and 

rhythms 

*Within the Freeflow department; Drama and Dance are embedded in the topic lessons and discrete Art lessons are linked to 

the topic the class is currently studying focusing on the 4 elements of DT/Art: Design; Make; Evaluate and Technical 

knowledge.  

* In music singing will be a feature throughout each topic in line with the National Curriculum pupils will: Use their voices 

expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

C1 

Music 

Musical Elements 

(Inter-related 

dimensions of music as 

listed above) 

Through singing 

activities and musical 

games involving 

instruments, pupils will 

learn about the inter-

related dimensions of 

music and how music can 

be shaped using these 

elements.    

 

 

 

Notation 1 

(Graphic Scores) 

Using graphic scores as 

a compositional device. 

How do 

pictures/symbols 

relate to sound? Pupils 

to compose and 

perform using pitched 

and un-pitched musical 

instruments from using 

a graphic score.   

Instruments of the 

Orchestra 

(Including strings, 

woodwind, brass and 

percussion families). 

How are instruments 

made, what is their 

sound/difference in 

timbre? History of the 

orchestra. Identifying 

instruments by sight and 

sound. Studying a 

classical piece of music 

(Benjamin Britten’s 

Young Person’s guide to 

the orchestra) 

Creating an Orchestra 

(Making instruments) 

Make instruments and as an 

ensemble perform a piece 

using a graphic score with a 

conductor incorporating all 

the inter-related dimensions 

of music. This could be 

narrated to help introduce 

each instrument/family of 

instruments 

World Music 1  (Gamelan) 

Traditional music of Java and 

Bali. Making Gamelan 

instruments, rhythmic 

awareness, history of 

Gamelan (including its 

traditions and where it 

maybe used), listening to, 

composing and performing 

Gamelan music in a 

traditional way.   

Folk Music 1 (Music for 

Tudors). Pupils listen to Tudor 

music, learn about the 

instruments used and to 

identify them by sight and 

sound. Pupils compose a simple 

piece in a Tudor style using 

simple compositional devices 

such as drone and ostinato. 

Pupils to also create a dance 

to accompany their music.  

 

C2 

Music 

Notation 2 –  

(The Blues)  

History of the blues including its origins and how 

it shaped the pop music of today. Pupils will 

begin to learn about standard musical notation on 

a stave using a treble clef and move onto 

learning the Blues Scale. Pupils will learn the 12 

bar blues, a walking bass (incorporating the 

notes of the blues scale), scat singing and 

improvisation using pitched notes of the blues 

scale.  

Pupils will structure, compose and perform as an 

ensemble a song in the blues style using blues 

techniques learnt 

World Music (Samba) 

History of samba music 

including its origins. 

Pupils will perform a 

percussion instrument 

as part of an ensemble 

learning different 

samba whistle calls. Calls 

will instruct performers 

to do specific devices 

such as solo’s, riffs, 

change the ostinato etc..  

Junk Band (Drumming with 

Samba) 

Using junk percussion 

instruments pupils will 

perform rhythmic patterns 

to well-known songs as 

instructed by the teacher as 

part of a large ensemble. In 

smaller groups, pupils to 

compose their own routine to 

a chosen song.   

Folk Music 2 (Traditional 

British Folk Music) 

How has folk music changed? 

Different types of folk 

music from around the 

British Isles including sea 

shanties, jig ,reel, hornpipe, 

polkas and waltzes and ceili 

or ceilidh. Pupils learn the 

different styles of the above 

and also incorporate dance 

such as Morris dancing. Pupils 

to also listen to Kate Rusby a 

local Barnsley born folk 

singer and how her music 

compares to older folk music.  

World Music 2 – (African 

Music –Djembe)  

History of Djembi. How is 

Djembe structured, what 

instruments are used. Pupils 

to compose & structure their 

own djembe piece and 

perform as an ensemble with 

solos.  

 

 

 

C3 

Music 

Rhythm & Rap 

Pupils listen to and learn 

the features of a rap 

song. Pupils to compose, 

structure and perform 

Notation 3 
Pupils to learn more about 
standard musical notation 
including time signatures 

and the duration of 

notes to include 

semibreve, minim, 

History of music 

Pupils study different 

periods of music 

including: Renaissance, 

Baroque, Classical 

Period, Romantic Era, 

Music for Stage & Screen 

(inc music for  media, radio 

and TV). Pupils to compose 

jingles for radio and TV 

advertisements. Listening to 

film music pupils to compose 

Electronic song writing using 

Garage Band 

Pupils to compose a song 

using different compositional 

devices using Garage band on 

ipad.  

Chords 

Using Keyboards and Garage 

band app, pupils learn about 

simple chords and how to 

accompany a melody using 

chords.  



 
 

*Within the COOL department, Art; Dance and Drama are embedded within ‘COOL’ lessons as stand-alone topics such as ‘Art 

through the ages’ or embedded within wider topics such as learning about tribal art and dance in the ‘Treasure Island Topic’. 

Specific Curriculum Links are available in the COOL programme. Dance is also covered as a discrete topic within PE lessons. 

Drama conventions are a fundamental part of delivering literacy and use of Mantle of the Expert which is embedded within the 

programme 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

their own rap (including 

beat boxing) 

 

 

 

crotchet and quaver. 

Using Keyboards pupils 

to perform popular and 

well-known melodies 

using colours, numbers, 

letters and standard 

notation.  

Twentieth Century. 

Pupils learn to identify 

each period of music 

performing songs from 

each era.   

music for a film clip to 

convey different moods 



 
 

 Autumn 

1 

Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Life 

skills 

 

Lifeskills offer Art Options every Thursday afternoon for KS4 pupils to access; these include: 

 
-Music- pupils study a variety of music styles focusing on the basic musical elements and learning about creating and 

composing music using a range of instruments and styles. 

-Dance & Drama- pupils will work to construct and perform in school productions including dance routines and drama 

conventions. Pupils will work alongside the music group. 

-DT- Pupils will focus on concepts of DT: Design; make; evaluate and technical knowledge. Pupils will upskill in safety and 

technical abilities in the design and creation of a range of projects mainly focusing on woodwork. 

-Art- Pupils will study techniques and artists from a range of genres to improve their knowledge and technical abilities in 

using different mediums to produce replica and original art works. 

P16 

 

Post 16 offer Art options every Wednesday afternoon for College pupils to access; these include: 

 
-Sculpture-Pupils will study techniques and artists from a range of genres to improve their knowledge and technical abilities 

in using different mediums to produce replica and original sculptures. 

-Art- Pupils will study techniques and artists from a range of genres to improve their knowledge and technical abilities in 

using different mediums to produce replica and original art works. 

-Drama- pupils will work to construct and perform in school productions including dance routines and drama conventions. 

Pupils will work alongside the music group. 

-Dance- pupils will work to construct and perform in school productions including dance routines and drama conventions. 

Pupils will work alongside the music group. 

-Photography- Pupils will study the basic concepts of photography, supporting software and equipment to allow photo editing 

and presenting of photographs. 

-Floristry- Pupils will work to improve knowledge of flowers and flower arranging to support a pupil lead local business in 

which flowers will be sold. 

 


