
 

Page 1 of 5 
 

 
 

MINUTES OF SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, 7TH JUNE 2018 @ 9.30 AM 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
School Governor: 

Emma McMahon 
 
SKYPE 
Darton – unavailable 
Kexborough – called but no connection 
Hoyland – called but no connection 
 
Zoe Wylde 
Emma Wanless  
Diane Shepherd 
 

Introduction  
Zoe welcomed everyone and said that last time we discussed ideas about a PE away kit and what we 
would like it to look like. 
 
Brandon R: design would include a logo on the PE shirt, it would be a red or pink, long blue shorts, 
possibly waterproof too.  Zoe thanked Brandon for sharing this information – he did a good job – 
fantastic. 
Brandon particularly liked the idea of the waterproof PE kit.  Zoe said that it may be that we can get 
shower proof items and she will speak further to Jeremy Lonsdale about this. 
 
Alex W: added that C3 liked her design with a big ‘G’ on the front. When its hot to have a t- shirt and 
shorts and have different colours per programme area.  In winter to wear long bottoms with the COOL 
logo down the side of the legs and a sweatshirt top – these will be fed back to Jeremy. 
 
Emma Wanless spoke to those present about her role in school – she helps the children with all of the 
moving and handling equipment, positioning, slings, wheelchair training, hoists.  She gets some really 
exciting things to look at and she has some information about an exciting project called “Changing 
Places”.  Emma will be discussing this with parents group too.  It is about full access to specialist 
bathrooms and Emma showed the group pictures of different types of bathrooms. She asked if all of 
the bathrooms are suitable for all students that come to this school?  Some comments from the 
student counsellors included that the bathrooms in the pictures were not suitable for children with 
wheelchairs.  Emma added that there are not many bathrooms that cater for all students with special 
needs.  When we see the Changing Places logo/symbol we know that they have specialist bathroom 
facilities; of which there are only 2 in the Barnsley area – this is not enough.  Emma said that we can 
contact Changing Places and tell them we need more of these bathrooms in Barnsley and other areas.  
The students thought that this would be a good project to be involved in.  Emma will speak to the 
parents group about it further. 
Emma advised that one of the Changing Places specialist bathrooms will be put into the new Library 
in Barnsley. 
Emma asked students to go back to classes and ask peers for ideas of where they would like to see the 
Changing Places bathrooms (not just in the Barnsley area) and to come back with ideas for the next 
meeting. 
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Emma advised that the following places that school visit regularly do NOT have Changing Places 
facilities: Yorkshire Wildlife Park, Chester Zoo, Cannon Hall. 
 
Alex W commented that it would be good to have them in London where students may go on a trip 
to. 
  
Emma left the photos and Changing Places info so that students can take that info back to class to 
feed back to the next meeting. 
 
Zoe thank Emma for attending and she left the meeting. 
 
Zoe reiterated to the councillors to ask friends in class where we should have more of the special 
bathrooms. They will and will feed back to the next meeting. 
 
Lindsey Cressey (School Catering Manager) attended the meeting to discuss the recent changes and 
for students to ask her questions.  Lindsey gave an overview of her job. 
 
Zoe reminded the councillors that they should have prepared some questions to ask Lindsey. 
 
Connor Grant asked if we could have pie that is not just a mince pie.  Lindsey wishes she could but she 
has no control of the menu.  Connor asked about Naan bread too.  Lindsey explained that the catering 
had been taken over by Sodexo and all menus have been changed and Lindsey has no control over 
them.  Emma said it used to be Lindsey’s recipes but now it isn’t.  She can put suggestions forward 
and has told Sodexo already that students do not like the hot pot.   
 
Cameron H asked why we can’t have extra portions (seconds). Lindsey replied that is because the 
school are paying for one meal and if students are having seconds then Sodexo will charge the school 
for 2 meals.  Cameron added that he misses having seconds.  Zoe said that we need to remember 
when we go out and buy food items in café’s and restaurants that when we finish we cannot ask for 
the same meal again for free so the same applies in school too. 
 
Dawn T (for Lewis W) said that with some foods you don’t get potatoes with it – just vegetables.  
Lindsey said that some things don’t come with potatoes because they may already include them within 
the meal itself (e.g. pie that may have potato in it already).  Lindsey added that custard wasn’t on the 
menu previously, or sponge and gravy but these have been added now.   
 
Emma said that you cannot go many places and get a 2-course meal for £2 – it is a really good bargain.  
Lindsey said that the portion sizes were smaller when Sodexo first took over and she fed that back to 
them and the portion sizes have since increased.  Emma said that the catering staff are fighting for us 
and the changes are not their fault. 
 
Alex W added that some students are vegan and we don’t have a vegan option.  Lindsey will feed that 
back to her boss (Sarah). Zoe asked Alex to explain what a vegan is – she said that a vegan is someone 
that doesn’t eat anything from animals (e.g. dairy, meat).  
 
Lindsey added that salad was on the menu, but a lot was being wasted so now they provide it only if 
ordered. 
 
Katie Lawrence asked Lindsey if all day breakfasts can be put back on the menu please?  Lindsey has 
mentioned this to her new boss (Richard) and hopefully they will be bringing the all-day breakfast 
back, but she cannot promise anything. 
 
Cameron Gentle asked if there is an option to get more choice for afters (e.g. cheese and crackers, 
grapes).  Lindsey said that they were not on the menu before but they are now back on now.  There is 
always grapes and fruit salad on the menu.  Zoe said that in school we have to provide healthy food.  
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Connor G asked how come the school lunches changed in the first place – Lindsey said that she is not 
100% sure. Emma said that the changes came about because we are now under Wellspring Academy 
trust and we have to do the same things as they do and the other schools that are under that umbrella. 
 
A councillor added that the Calzone on the menu wasn’t a calzone but just bread with cheese on it – 
Lindsey said it was supposed to be Calzone, but she thought a proper pizza would be better. 
 
Lindsey added that sponge is not on the menu every day – the options for pudding are fruit salad 
(which is a healthier option), jam sponge and ice cream. 
 
Alex W said that some people don’t like to drink water but may want dilute juice. Zoe said that this 
would be more of a class decision rather than Lindsey.  This would need to be up to teachers and 
parents to decide upon. 
 
Zoe asked Lindsey (on behalf of Marie) which was originally an enquiry from an SMSA – if there is any 
possibility that they can be aware of what ingredients are in the foods that may trigger a students 
allergy as sometimes we don’t know what hidden ingredients are in food.  Lindsey said that they can 
try to put information like this on the website alongside the menu, Lindsey will look into putting info 
on the menu. She already has an allergy sheet informing of who has what allergy.  Emma said that the 
SMSAs can have a copy of that too so that they are aware. 
 
Zoe said that as different staff support students and often ingredients are quite hidden in some food 
they may not be aware of what is in the food. Lindsey said that there are far too many ingredients to 
list them all. 
 
Katie L asked how much work went into making the new menu’s? Lindsey had nothing to do with 
writing these, so she is unaware – Sodexo wrote them. 
 
Brandon R asked if we could we have themed menus at certain times of year.  Lindsey said that they 
have tried that before and it would be good for class to let her know well in advance so that the theme 
can be followed up on.  Brandon mentioned holiday theme. Lindsey said they did try it with Halloween 
but it wasn’t successful. 
 
Alex W added that some people don’t celebrate Halloween.   
 
Cameron Holmes said that Lindsey has done an excellent job providing school dinners.  She thanked 
him for that lovely comment.   
 
Everyone gave Lindsey a round of applause. 
 
Zoe addressed all councillors and said that they help to affect changes in school based on their 
comments etc 
 
Zoe said that in September we are going to have some new councillors, so classes will be voting for 
who they want to be their school council representative.  Current School councillors can be voted for 
again for a further year.  If they are not voted in they can help their new school councillors by telling 
them what to expect. 
 
This year the school councillors have taken part in: 

• Fire station visit 

• Met different people 

• Blind man and guide dog 

• Barnsley Football team (Jack Walton) 

• Mashuda (what it’s like to be a Muslim) 

• Police constables visited 

• Ambulance man  
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• Simon from fire fighters 

• The Mayor of Barnsley (Jeff Ennis) 

• Dan Jarvis 

• Dan Foster 

• Jeremy (PE equipment) 

• Tom (bikes) 

• Zoe (British values) 

• Asda foundation  
 
Alex Woolhouse briefly mentioned previous ideas about clubs in school. 
 
Zoe said that Josh Billam has been asking what the school councillors think about getting more animals 
in school (e.g. goats)?  Dawn Turner said it would be a good idea but staff would not be able to take 
them home during the school holidays.  Brandon Jowitt remembers doing Animal Care with the pigs 
that we no longer have.   
 
Zoe asked why would we have animals in school? So that we can learn how to take care of them. 
 
Zoe asked students to put their hand up if they think getting goats would be a good idea – only 2 
people expressed an interest. 
 
Zoe asked if there were any other animals we could consider: 
 
Ben – cow 
Cameron – donkey 
Alex – Parrott 
Katie / Caelan – dog 
Brandon Jowitt – rats 
 
This info will be fed back to Josh Billam 
 
Zoe added that we have recently had visits in school from Norbert the pug - he was cute. 
 
Alex Woolhouse mentioned that students should go on a first aid course. 
 
Dawn Turner raised a potential safety issue – the front doors should open in sync when leaving school 
as they don’t at the moment.  Emma McMahon said that Debbie only opens the door when she is 
100% sure she knows who the visitors are.  Dawn added that at Holy Trinity the first door closes before 
the 2nd one opens. 
 
Zoe said that Darton students are going to work with a police officer outside school to operate a speed 
gun to detect if someone is speeding. This is with a view of looking to reduce the speed limit outside 
of the school gates so that it is safer. 
 
Cameron H said that the speed limit is 40 and usually outside schools they are 30 or 20.   
 
Cameron G added that he and Connor G asked if they can have a 3d printer. Zoe said that they may 
be very expensive so could look to considering doing a sponsorship.   
 
Connor added that we can no longer use USBs in school as we need to be kept safe. 
 
Dawn Turner said that she has made staff are aware that she is hoping to do some fundraising for 
school to raise funds towards a wheelchair swing or sensory garden. 
 
Examples are as follows: 
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• Personalised tea towel 

• Putting a calendar together too to raise money for things we want for Greenacre school.  We 
will know who is allowed to be involved with that. 

 
Alex said that if students do not want their photos on the calendar they can chose a picture to display 
instead. 
 
Cameron H asked if we can decide when we can get more footballs at the next meeting.  Zoe will add 
this to the next agenda. 
 
The meeting closed at 10.32am 


