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MINUTES OF SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, 26TH APRIL 2018 @ 2 PM 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Tina Burke – Community Champion – Asda 
Shaun Colborn – Barnsley Chronicle Photographer 
Jack Walton – Goalkeeper for Barnsley FC 
Michael Hale – Media Officer for Barnsley FC (Reds in the Community) 
Rob Burkill – Sports Development Officer (Reds in the Community) 
Marie Harper 
Di Greaves 
Emma McMahon 
Lesley Logan 
Gail Wood 

………………………………………………………. 
 

Marie said that we had some really important visitors today.  She asked the Councillors who they 
thought the lovely lady was.  Max said that she was from Asda – which was correct.  Marie asked 
what this lady might be doing here in school and Cameron (L2) said that she might be here to tell us 
about stuff we can buy.  Alex (C3) spotted the large cheque in the corner – which gave the 
Councillors a clue. 
 
Cameron (L3) said that she was from the Asda Foundation which again was correct. 
 
Tina introduced herself.  She said that on the check-outs they have green tokens.  Asda customers 
put the green tokens into a container to vote for their preferred school or business in the 
community.  Greenacre School had been nominated so we had a container for the green tokens and 
that is how we won.  She said that we had won £500 which Marie said was a lot of money.  Di 
Greaves had prepared a statement (to accompany the photograph in the Chronicle) which Marie 
read out.  The statement said : 
 

“Greenacre School’s Headteacher Di Greaves was thrilled to learn that the school have been awarded £500 
from the Asda Green Token Scheme.  The aim of the scheme is to support the local community and 

Greenacre School was nominated by Asda customers. The £500 received will enable the school to purchase 
equipment for outdoor play.  Greenacre School want to say a big thank to Asda and its customers for 

nominating them”. 

 
Shaun took some lovely photographs with some of the Councillors which will appear in the 
Chronicle. 
 
 
Tina said that Asda provide grants and donations and have recently donated £9000 to the Wombwell 
Operatic Society to enable them to install special toilets. 
 
Alex (C3) asked if green was a special colour? 
Tina said that it is part of Asda’s colours and now – as Asda was bought by Walmart – the colour 
belongs to them. 
 
Alex (C3) asked how many staff there are in the whole world? 
This was a tough question and Tina didn’t know about the whole world but she said that there are 
476 staff in Barnsley.  
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Cameron (L2) asked what time to you deliver? 
Tina said that they deliver from 6 am to 9 pm at night.  She said that some stores are open 24 hours 
and will deliver through the night also.  She said that the Barnsley store is a 24 hour store.  She said 
that there is a big warehouse from where the products are brought from and this is based in Leeds.  
She said there aren’t any customers there just staff to do the picking. 
 
Marie had a question for the Councillors; she said can you remember what you agreed to spend the 
money on? 
Bailey (C3) remembered that it was for bikes, gym equipment a trampoline.  
Emma provided more information about the trampoline that it was a specialist one for outside and 
one on which wheelchairs could be used. 

………………………………………………………. 
 

Jack Walton – from Barnsley Football Club – introduced himself.  He confirmed he is a goalkeeper.  
Rob introduced himself and said he is the Sports Development Officer in the Community and 
Michael Hale introduced himself also and advised that he is the Barnsley FC Media Officer.  He said 

that he is on the right side of the camera 😊. 
 
The councillors asked some great questions : 
 
Connor (L3) do you think you are going to stay in the Championship? 
Jack said he hopes so.  He said that they hope to win both games and if they do they should stay up. 
 
Cameron (L3) asked what is the best thing about Barnsley Football Club? 
Jack said there are loads of things.  He said that they are quite a small club and because of this the 
people there are close.  He said he is from Bolton so had to move here so he finds it comforting that 
they get on so well.  He said it is a well run club as well. 
 
Jacob (L2) asked how many goals have you saved in total? 
Jack said that he hasn’t kept count.  He said that when there is a proper game they have to make a 
few saves.  He said that he has probably played 40 games this season so he said there wouldn’t be 
enough fingers to count the saves on.  He said that the idea is to not let goals in if possible. 
 
Cameron (L2) asked if there is a good chance of Jack playing in the first team? 
Jack said that at the moment he is playing in the first team; he played his first game on Tuesday just 
gone.   

Cameron (L2) said that that wouldn’t have gone down well, to which Jack agreed. 😊 
 
Cameron (L3) asked do you think that you will be in the first team next season? 
Jack said he hopes so; he said he is working hard to get that slot. 
 
Jacob (GC1) asked how many people can you fit in the Barnsley stadium? 
Jack said that he thinks it is around 23,000 people.  He said there is a stand that they don’t use that 
is only for staff so if you take the numbers off from there it is probably around 20,000 people. 
 
Jacob (GC1) asked when was Barnsley Football Club created? 
Jack asked Rob to answer this one.  Rob said 1886, but Jack did correct him and say 1887.  Rob even 

admitted that he had looked at the ground history early today as well 😊. 
 
Jia (GC1) asked what kind of training do you do? 
Jack said that because he is a goalkeeper he trains with the other goalkeepers and they do specific 
training which the outfield players wouldn’t do.  They then join the other players and train together.  
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He said that they also do fitness work but they don’t tend to do fitness the day before a match as 
that is a harder session. 
 
Marie asked if they had specific days for training? 
Jack said it depended on when the matches were to be played.  If they have a match on a Tuesday 
they would train beforehand but they then may get Wednesday or Sunday off (if they play a 
Saturday match).  Jack said that when they played Nottingham Forest on Tuesday they had been in 
training on the Sunday and the Monday. 
 
Ben (L1) asked do you have any new players on your team? 
Jack said that they gained a couple of new players in January but no one new since then.  He said 
that everyone settles in quickly and no one feels like a new player when they arrive as everyone is so 
welcoming. 
 
Brandon (L1) asked how much do you get paid? 
Jack said he would love to tell but it’s a secret. 
 
Marie asked if they get bonuses? 
Jack said they can receive small bonuses for things such as whether you start the game etc. 
 
Alex (C3) asked if you win do you celebrate off the pitch? 
Jack said that it makes everyone happy if they win and there are some sort of celebrations but if they 
have an upcoming game they can’t celebrate too much. 
 
Bailey (C3) asked are there any teams you like to beat? 
Jack said that at Barnsley they like to win at Leeds, Sheffield Utd and Sheffield Wednesday.  He said 
that they want to win everyone really. 
 
Jack asked Bailey if there was any team he would like Barnsley to win and Bailey (C3) said that he 
would like them to win Leeds !! 
 
Ellis (F3) asked if they play with a black and white football? 
Jack said it depends.  He said that in the league they are in ie the Championship the colour of the ball 
can depend on the colour the team play in.  The ball may have some red in it or blue for example. 
Jack said that in winter they have to play with a yellow ball as it is easier to see if it’s snowing or if it’s 
a dark day. 
 
Lee (GC3) asked if he could start training with Jack to train as a goalkeeper? 
Jack said that he has seen Lee at the ground undertaking training.  Jack said maybe Lee could give 
him some tips! 
 
 
 
Lee (Darton satellite) asked which player had the fanciest car? 
This made Jack laugh.  Jack said that it depends on your taste.  Jack has a BMW but he said that 
Mamadou has a big car ie a range rover which he’s had adapted so it’s really loud and he said that 
Chris has a mini. 
 
Katie L (C1) asked what was it like being a footballer? 
Jack said it’s good.  He said that it is different to other jobs as they are always very active but their 
days are shorter.  Their days – because of their training are more intense. 
 
Marie asked the Councillors what time their day finishes? 
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Cameron (L2) said 2.45 pm!!  Marie laughed and said it finished around 3.45 pm.  Marie then asked 
Jack when his day finished? 
Jack said that there isn’t a set time and it depends on their training schedule.  He said that if they are 
training before a game they may finish around 12.30 pm but if they are training in the gym they can 
stay until around 1 pm or 2.30 pm. 
 
Katie C (C1) asked what do you do when you are not playing football? 
Jack said that when the sun is shining he likes to play golf.  He may also go home to Bolton to spend 
time with his family and see his mum and dad. 
 
Lewis (C2) asked do you use a new ball every game? 
Jack said he didn’t think so.  He said that they keep certain balls for the games as when a ball goes 
out of play they need to throw another ball in to get the game moving quickly again. 
 
Lee (Darton satellite) asked do you ever play pranks on each other? 
This made Jack laugh.  Jack said they do, he said that there are certain players that are always 
pranking people. 
 
Marie asked who the biggest pranker was? 
Jack said he couldn’t say… he asked the Councillors who they thought it might be and the Councillors 
offered up some names who they thought would be the biggest pranker. 
 
Lee (GC3) asked what team do you support? 
Jack when very shy and said “Manchester Utd”.  This gained a groan from the Councillors!!  Jack then 
said to the Councillors that they should ask Rob who he supported and Rob also said Manchester 
Utd.  Michael supports Milton Keynes as that is where he is from. 
 
Ben (L1) asked how many times have you won a game? 
Jack clarified that Ben meant this season?  Jack said “too many”… but then said that he didn’t know 
exactly.  He said that they had won a few but also lost a few. 
 
Alex (C3) asked what do you think of Greenacre school? 
Jack said he thought that Greenacre school is good and has good facilities. 
 
Cameron (L2) asked have you ever fouled someone? 
Jack laughed which gave it away but he did say that he hasn’t had a red card yet – although he did 
say he should have but managed to get away with it !! 
 
Lee (Darton satellite) asked if he was going to watch the FA cup final? 
Jack said that he would like to say “yes” but he will be away on holiday. 
 
Connor (L3) asked how many times have you lost? 
Jack said not as many times as everyone else. 
 
Ellis (F3) asked how many goals have you scored? 
Jack said there isn’t much chance of him scoring.  He did say though that if there was a last minute 
corner he might go up field and see if he could get his head on the ball. 
 
Alex (C3) asked would you like to play against people in this school ie each class at a time? 
Jack said that yes he would but thought it may be a struggle by himself.  He said that he thought it 
was a good idea but may be a little difficult for the players to fit it in. 
 
Alex (C3) said that they have a player in the class that is a bit dangerous. 
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Emma asked Jack to let us know how he has gone from the 2nd team (which he was in when he came 
to see us last year) to the 1st team? 
Jack said that he was on the 1st team in September/October but was on the bench.  He said that he 
has also been on loan to another club to get some games and returned to the 2nd team.  He then got 
to play his first game this week in the 1st team. 
 
Lee (GC3) asked how do you get from the 2nd team to the 1st team? 
Jack said it is hard work, he needs to play well and train really hard, but ultimately it’s up to the 
gaffer to give him a chance. 
 
Lee (GC3) asked how many football grounds have you been to? 
Jack said that in the football league – including the Premiership – there are 92.  He said that last time 
he checked he has visited 450; so he’s done quite a few. 
 
Bailey (C3) asked Rinaldo or Messi? 
Jack said that being a Man Utd fan he would have to say Rinaldo. 
 
Lee (GC3) asked Rangers or Celtic? 
Jack said Rangers – definitely! 
 
Marie asked what was their favourite ground to play in? 
Jack said that he would have to say that it is Nottingham Forest after getting his 1st team game there 
this Tuesday.  He has watched the games at other clubs and sat in the away end but his answer 
would still be Nottingham Forest. 
 
Lee (GC3) asked if Jack was at Centre Parcs last week? 
Jack said he wish he had been. 
 
Lee (Darton satellite) asked what do you eat? 
Jack said that he eats a lot of chicken, rice, pasta and loads of vegetables.  He said that they can have 
a treat now and again and it would be a good choccy bar. 
 
Brandon (L1) asked is it hard being a footballer? 
Jack said that it is not as easy as everyone thinks.  He said that they train really hard but he said that 
it is better than sitting in an office.  He said that when you enjoy your job it makes it easy. 
 
Cameron (L2) asked were you the young man that invented FIFA 18? 
Jack said he wished he was! 
 
Di said that there had been some really good listening and really clever questions from the 
Councillors.  Marie said that the guys from Barnsley FC had come up trumps except for the Man Utd 

bit 😊. 
 
The Councillors gave a big thank you to Tina for coming along and bringing the cheque and also a big 
thank you to Jack, Rob and Michael from Barnsley FC. 
 
The children then took turns to have their photograph taken with Jack and maybe managed an 
autograph. 
 
The meeting closed at 2.30 pm. 
 

………………………………………………………. 
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