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MINUTES OF SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
THURSDAY, 24TH MAY 2018 @ 9.30 AM 

 
 
SKYPE 
Darton – unavailable 
Kexborough – called but no connection  
Hoyland – Frances Thompson, Jack Rawson  & Kia Scargill 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
School Governors: 

Kate Gaunt 
Rachel Colton 
Molly Beever 
Emma McMahon 

 
Well Spring Trust 

Amy Sleight    
Adam McDermot 

 
Zoe Wylde 
Lesley Logan 
 
Introduction  
 We connected via SKYPE to Hoyland and welcomed the teacher and pupils 

Zoe began by saying Good morning everybody thank you for coming, we have two big jobs 
we need help with today. One is the PE Kit. Have we got a PE kit at Greenacre? Some people 
said we didn’t’ have one. 

Alex School doesn’t have a PE kit but some pupils do bring a kit 
Zoe  Asked who took part in Disport? Some pupils were involved and Bailey got through to the 

final! Zoe asked if anyone won a medal. Did you notice some of the schools might have been 
wearing a kit that matches and looks a bit nice? 

Bailey  Told us that other schools at Disport had matching kit. 
Zoe Announced that there was good news and told the Council that Jeremy has asked the school 

council to think about a PE we could wear as a school. Zoe showed an example of a nice, 
matching kit on the plasma screen. 

Bailey Told the council that his class have started to make designs. One idea is black and green 
stripes.  

Alex Had an idea to have plain shirts which we could write on with special fabric pens. 
Zoe  thought there were some good ideas and asked the Council to take them back to class to 

discuss with the rest of the school. Zoe told us that Jeremy has some money to spend and 
asked Rachel if she knew anything about it? 

Rachel  Said we have a pot of money from the Government. We bought equipment but we have 
 money left to buy some PE Kit and possibly with the Makery on the back like our ‘sponsors’.  

We want to buy some PE for when we go out of school and we will look professional. 
Zoe  Asked the Council to go back to class and ask others what they think because we need to 

know what your fellow pupils think we should have, this way everyone gets a chance to have 
their say. 

 
Suggestions for discussion included: hoodies, track suits, names on the back, just tops 
  
Di Greaves arrived to join in the Council meeting. 
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Alex  Suggested pupil names on each shirt 
Zoe Explained that we would have kit for all the pupils to share so they will be bought in 

different sizes and used by different people at different events. Pupils were asked to make a 
note of what ideas each class come up with and sent the information to Zoe or Lesley or 
their class teacher to pass on. 

 
Visitors 
Governors and other special guests were introduced to the Council and received a round of applause 
by way of welcome. 
 
Zoe  invited pupils to raise their hand if they had a question they wanted to ask. 
Brandon  How do you run the school? 
Kate We attend meetings every half term, we ask how the school is helping you, the pupils, how 
 classes are run, what you learn about, attendance, 
 
Molly  We are here to help Di facilitate and provide everything that you need to learn as you move 

through school, move up into College and go out into the world of work. All the resources 
cost money and the Governing Body try to ensure the money is available to do all these 
important things. We never have enough and we are always collecting for more to make 
sure everything is in place for you. 

Zoe  Said this was quite an important job. 
Cameron How long have you been a governor? 
Rachel -  2/3 years 
Molly – 17 years altogether but here at Greenacre, 14 Years 
Kate Started in Oct 
Molly  told us that there are lots of other Governors and some work full time. The meetings are on 

Thursday morning and it isn’t always possible for the Governors who work to get to the 
Council meetings. One Governor is Company Secretary of an Engineering Company, another 
is General Manager at the Holiday Inn – she always ensures we have a really good prom. 
Another lady works at HSBC bank – was going to attend but has had to send her apologies as 
something has cropped up at work. Emma is also a governor – who organises your school 
council 

 
Emma  As well as been Governors we do other things as well. We have jobs, families and other 

things as well. 
Rachel  I work in school in the day as well as been a governor so if there’s a meeting at night I go to 

that after work.  
Kate  When you go home we come into school! 
 
Katie  What do you do eat? 
Molly  I love chocolate – shouldn’t have it but I love it? 
 
Question Why do you do help everybody at school and why do you keep everybody safe at school? 
Rachel   I wanted to find out more about the school and I’ve learnt lots: how money is spent,, how 

we keep people safe working with Dan, we know about OFSTED, which was a big scary thing 
but it turned out ok in the end, and I think it’s important for you to be safe because it makes 
you happy and helps you to learn 

Molly  I worked for the Local Authority and was asked to be a Governor in a different school. What 
do I have to give? I had a job at the time and I wanted to give something back. I worked as a 
College Lecturer. I was the Safeguarding Governor up to a year ago.  
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Rachel I work for another school and I do the same job as Dan. So I wanted to see if we were doing 
the same things as Greenacre. 

 
JUSTIN Are you a Governor at another school? 
Molly I am but when I became Chair Of Governor here, at Greenacre, I decided to give up the other 

school. I am also on the Trust Board and we have two members of the Trust Board here 
Board I can make sure the views of Greenacre are heard. 

 
Kate Told us that she sits on the Board meeting at Joseph Norton so she can compare the way 

each one is run 
 
Jack  How many hours do you work? 
Rachel If we do a meeting after school usually about 2hrs, every term 
 
Emma Each Governor has different bits to cover so we come in for other things, sometimes we 

come in for meetings, sometimes we come in for School Council, sometimes we come in to 
look around to make sure everyone is doing what they should be doing, Every Governor has 
different times.  

 
Josh  Said that lunch portions need to be bigger as some pupils have bigger appetites 
 
Adam  Greenacre have a new school meal provider, tasty, nutritious and meals. We know that 

portion sizes need to be bigger for pupils like yourself (in College) and that’s been fed back 
to me personally; I’m doing everything I can to make sure the kitchen provide good portions 
so if they don’t improve keep telling the school council, keep telling Di and we will make sure 
we get there and you get plenty of food. 

 
Di   Told us that portion size haven’t changed, pupils still get the same. Sometimes it’s a little bit 

different food. She asked if they liked seconds? They did! School have to be healthy and we 
can’t have seconds. Di said that some of the issues are non-issues but that Josh should keep 
talking to her and then she would feed back to Adam. 

 
Adam  Said that Di does keep him informed and that he loved Di ringing him at 7 in the morning! 
 
Josh Do you get paid? 
Emma In kindness and love – Emma and the others were laughing! 
  We are volunteers so we come and do this for free 
Zoe  Said that was fantastic and asked if anyone knew what a volunteer was? 
Alex said it was like the School Council, people wanted to do it. 
Zoe You offer to do something for your school or your work and you know youre not going to get 

paid. 
 
Coffee Break 
Jacob Barnett and Jacob Roberts helped take orders from the visitors so that they all got a drink and 
were offered a biscuit. 
 
Zoe  Asked if there were any specific questions the pupils wanted to ask. 
Brandon Can we change the uniform 
Molly  Asked, why would you like it changing? Does anyone here want to change the uniform? 

  
 Some pupils said they would. 
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Emma explained what the pupils’ actually wanted was not to have a uniform, they would like the 
school to be non-uniform. Emma said it would be difficult having to decide what to wear 
each day, like the rest of us have to do! 

 
Rachel  agreed with Emma and said she had asked if the staff can have uniform? Polo shirts are 

smart and we (staff) would like to have uniform. We wouldn’t have to decide what to wear 
each day. Rachel said that on non-uniform days she couldn’t recognise the pupils.  

Zoe Reminder pupils that some classes do have a non-uniform day, on Friday. She said they were 
lucky because they had uniform and non-uniform days. Uniform helped people recognise 
pupils when they go out into the community, but, on Friday, some get to choose what they 
want to wear. 

Rachel told pupils they get a job they might have to wear a uniform. 
 
Bailey  thought it was a long time to wait until next term when he would be able to have a non-

uniform day on Friday. 
 
Zoe said she thought the answer to the question was, “No” She also thought it was a good 

question because we had a lot of discussion on the subject. 
 
Brandon Could we have a play area with a chess board? 
 
Rachel  said that it was a good idea and it could be raised again, next year, when we have more 

money.   
 

It was acknowledged that not all pupils like the activity apparatus and that a board could be 
used for draughts as well as chess.   

 
Cameron Do you make the rules of the school? 
Question We listen to Di and others in the school and we agree what we expect – what’s good for  

both people to follow like the classroom rules where we agree how we will behave. 
   
Molly mentioned the Code of conduct – which everyone signs, every year, in Sept. This is one 
example of all the things we all agree to abide by. 
 
 
Jacob How many Governors are there?  

There are12 
Emma  Asked how many trust members are there  

About 20 
 
Rachel Within Greenacre the Governors are made up of Teacher, TA and Emma, Vicky, Jackie and  

Tracey who are Parent governors, Molly, Kate and George who are external; so they  all have 
a different view point to help come up with a fair idea.    

 
Zoe You need to have lots of different ideas 
 
Question Do you enjoy been a Governor?  
 
Molly Yes, Very much. We come as volunteers and we do it because we want to do it. 

Its’s an absolutely fantastic school and that’s down to you (the pupils).We have a waiting list. 
 
Zoe Does that make you feel a bit proud? Lots of people want to come to Greenacre. 
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Josh  Why is Greenacre really protective everyday? 
 
Rachel  In class, we feel that if the pupils feel safe they are happy and they feel safe they do the best 

learning and make most progress.  
 
Zoe  Do you think that sometimes you/your friends in college don’t need to be protected the 

same? 
Josh  Didn’t really know. 
 
Zoe asked Jacob Barnett  

 Do we still need to protect all the students as much as we need to protect the little ones? 
 
Jacob Said he thought we (older pupils) still need protecting. They get a bit of freedom but Jacob 

thought there was still a need to protect them in some ways. 
 
Molly  Offered that it is about getting the right balance. Like using transport for the first time. Help 

the first time and then help pupils through the stages to become independent. Provide the 
skills like using Victoria Rd; going shopping and cooking own meals. It’s school’s 
responsibility to keep pupils safe. 

 
Zoe Said that there are different dangers when you are older – Cyber Bullying, Internet, Texts  

etc. We care just as much about Post 16 as we do the younger pupils. 
We will finish by thanking our visitors.  Round of applause. 
Asked pupils what job have you got to do before the next meeting 

 
Alex Ask about the PE – what their preferences do pupils have? 
 
 
Meeting closed 10:29 am. 

………………………………………………………. 


