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MINUTES OF SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, 12TH APRIL 2018 @ 9.30 AM 

 
 
IN ATTENDANCE: 
Mashuda – Kirklees Council  
Sally Killips – BMBC (School Transport) 
Zoe Wylde  
Emma McMahon – Governor 
Gail Wood - Clerk 

……………………………………………………. 
 

Zoe asked if everyone was alright and asked for thumbs up.  
 
Zoe said that we would be reviewing two topics today.  The first one being covered by a lovely lady called 
Mashuda.  Mashuda had travelled today from Dewsbury in West Yorkshire.  Zoe asked the children where 
in Yorkshire did they live?  Connor Grant rightly said “South Yorkshire”. 
 
Mashuda introduced herself to everyone.  She said she is from Dewsbury and wanted to let us know a little 
bit about her.  She said that she is a Muslim and she follows a religion which is Islam.  She asked if anyone 
had seen pictures of Muslims in the newspapers or on TV?  She said that they may see a lot of women that 
might wear a veil which covers most of their face.  She said that she doesn’t wear one.  The veil can be 
worn by choice.  She was wearing a robe which she removed to show what she was wearing.  
 
Mashuda said she doesn’t normally wear the robe – but wanted to bring it along today so that they children 
could see what type of “dress” she could have worn should she have chosen to. 
 
Mashuda said that her name originated from Iran (it’s Persian) and she said her uncle chose her name.  She 
said that it comes from the Koran (a holy book).  She asked the children if they wanted to know what her 
name meant and the children said yes.  She said that her name literally means “the obvious”.  She said that 
is true of her nature and that what you see is what you get.   
 
She asked the children if they liked pirates?  The children do like pirates.  Mashuda said that there is a 
pirate ship called Mashuda.  Mashuda said “how cool is that” that she has a pirate ship named after her.  
The children thought this was cool.  Mashuda said she thinks that names are really important.  They can be 
historic – from the family tree, it’s important because of who chose the name as well. 
 
 
Mashuda said that she attended University in London in 1994 – which she said showed how old she was 

😊.  She said that she studied psychology and sociology.  She has previously taught and now works for 
Kirklees Council in Huddersfield.  She said that her job is to bring people together to learn about each other.  
She said that she likes sharing stuff.   
 
She is married but doesn’t have any children.  She said that she is really busy with work and she also 
undertakes voluntary work.  She volunteers and runs a network of people ie other women - with a view to 
helping other women and bringing them together. 
 
Going back to her “dress”, Mashuda said that she chooses to cover her hair.  She asked the children how 
long do they think her hair is; to her shoulders, to her waist?  The children thought that she may have long 
hair.  Mashuda said that her hair is actually short and it is brown in colour.  She said that she has also had 
her hair blue once ! 
 
Mashuda said she is straight forward; for instance if she doesn’t like something she will tell people about 
it.  She said that when she wants to make a change and wants to make a protest/statement she has cool 
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hat that she wears ie a pink one.  She says that her hat is famous all over the world.  She said that people 
don’t recognise her when she is wearing it. 
 
Mashuda loves to read and has hundreds of books.  She says she keeps buying them which makes her 

husband cross.  She just asks him to build more shelves 😊.  She also loves cooking ie pizza, Italian food.  
She said that you could wake her up at 2 am to ask her to cook something and she would!  She loves horror 
films and also likes Star Wars. 
 
Mashuda said she likes to do fun things and spend time with her family.  Mashuda’s family are all here in 
the UK.  She said one of her sister’s is an engineer, one sister is a speech therapist and her brother works 
in Germany.  She said that they all like to do a lot of voluntary work. 
 
Going back to Mashuda’s religion she said again that her religion is Islam and Muslim’s also follow the 
teachings of the Prophet Mohammed.  She said that she wants to change the world and ensure that 
everyone just be themselves and wants everyone to be happy and safe in their community. 
 
Mashuda says she likes to provide a quote from the Koran known as  “the earthquake”.. which is that you 
know when we do something bad we will be punished and when we do something good we will be 
rewarded.  So basically she said that we should try to do good in the world.  She also says that she likes to 
smile at people – hence the reason she doesn’t wear the veil. 
 
The children asked Mashuda some really great questions which were : 
 
Ben (L1) asked what food do you like? 

Mashuda said that her favourite food – and she said don’t laugh 😊 – is spaghetti bolognese.  She said that 
she will eat most foods as she isn’t fussy.  If she eats meat she says that the animal has to be killed in a 
certain way so she would shop for meat at specialist shops.  She says that if she is travelling she tends to 
stick to vegetarian options. 
 
Jacob (L2) asked if there is a mosque in Barnsley? 
Mashuda said that she isn’t sure if there is one or not.  She said that she has been to Liverpool recently to 
visit the first ever created mosque.  She said it was created by an Englishman. 
 
Zoe said that some mosques are made out of different buildings which Mashuda agreed with and said that 
the mosque in Liverpool looks like a house. 
 
 
Cameron (L2) asked does your god tell you what to do? 
Mashuda thought this was a good question.  She said that according to Muslim’s god has already told them 
what to do within the Koran.  She said that the religion she follows also follows the teachings of the prophet 
– and she said that there is a balance between the two. 
 
Alex (C3) asked what is your favourite colour? 
Mashuda said that she really likes pink but her all time favourite colour is black.  She said that her husband 
doesn’t like black very much.  She asked if anyone knows what a goth is?  The children didn’t know so 
Mashuda said that she used to dress a lot like a goth in black and she still has her Doc Martin’s – which she 
was wearing. 
 
Connor (L3) asked how big is the Koran? 
Mashuda said that she thought it was nearly a thousand pages long.  She said it’s all in Arabic but she said 
that translated versions are available.  She said that all Muslim children when they reach 5 go to the mosque 
and learn Arabic and she said that they also pray 5 times a day. 
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Zoe asked Mashuda if she could say a greeting in Arabic and Mashuda greeted everyone by saying : 
assalamu alaikum (which means “peace be upon you”) and she says that she says “bless” when she leaves 
people as well. 
 
Brandon (L1) asked why do you wear the clothes you do? 
Mashuda said that Muslims are supposed to cover up ie men and women.  They need to be covered to 
their wrists and their ankles.  She said that they can wear what they want ie jeans so long as they are 
covered up.  She said that covering their hair is their own choice.  She said that her sister doesn’t cover her 
hair. 
 
Dawn asked what did you teach before? 
Mashuda said that she taught in a college and taught ‘A’ Level psychology and sociology. 
 
Katie L (C1) asked how many counting songs can you sing? 
Mashuda said that she doesn’t know many songs as she said she isn’t much of a singer. 
 
Katie C (C1) asked where do you live? 
Mashuda said that she lives in Dewsbury on a really nice street. 
 
Jacob (GC1) asked do you go to your place of worship? 
Mashuda said that she doesn’t.  She said she does her prayers at home in her special place.  She said that 
because she works full time she wouldn’t manage to get to the mosque on time. 
 
Alex (C3) asked what is your favourite book in English? 
Mashuda loved this question.  She said that her favourite book – which reminds her of being a child – is a 
book by Enid Blyton called “Far Away Tree”.  She said it is about a magic tree and that the people that live 
in the tree are all different.  She said that the children should definitely look it up if they wanted to read it 
as it’s a really good book. 
 
Zoe wanted to ask Mashuda what she feels/thinks about how people perceive Muslim’s following the 9/11 
attacks and whether Mashuda felt she was treated differently because of what happened in America but 
also the attacks since then? 
 
Mashuda said that this is a difficult one.  She said that no matter of culture and religion people that are 
nasty will always be nasty.  She said that because of what happened in America that Muslim’s are perceived 
to be bad but she said that they’re not all bad.  She said that it is about being nice to people.  Mashuda said 
that she travels by public transport and people have even asked her if it is safe for her to travel early in the 
morning on the bus.  She said that she tell’s them not to worry.  She said that she smiles are people on the 
bus and she said that 99% of the time people smile back.  She said “just keep smiling and be nice to people”.  
She said that courtesy and respect needs to exist between each other and the world would be a better 
place. 
 
Mashuda said that she went to New York last year and visited the site where the twin towers had been.  
She said that it felt very sad. 
 
The children gave Mashuda a round of applause and a big thank you for coming to see us today.  Zoe asked 
Jacob Roberts what he thought about Mashuda and he said “she was great”. 
 
Bailey and Alex helped in handing out the snacks and drinks. 

…………………………………………….. 
 

Our next guest is Sally Killips from BMBC.  Sally introduced herself and said thank you to the children for 
inviting her to be here today and Sally said what a lovely school you have.  
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Sally said that her and her team organise the school transport every day.  She said that they make sure 
that the bus or taxi arrives at the children’s houses each day and makes sure that the children get to 
school on time.  Sally asked if everyone used the transport?  All the children said yes. 
 
Sally said that she wants to find out what the children like and don’t like about the school transport.  Sally 
invited the children to tell her : 
 
Alex (C3) said that what is good about it is that it is always late.  She said that that means there is less 
time at school. 
Sally chuckled at this but added that she would say it was bad because she said that her job is to ensure 
that the children get to school on time. 
 
Jacob (L2) said that it is bad when they get stuck in traffic. 
Sally appreciated this and added that unfortunately they couldn’t control the traffic jams. 
 
Alex (C3) said that what is bad about it is that everyone is noisy and she said that this is a bad problem.  
Alex said that she has mentioned to the children the best way to calm down. 
Sally acknowledged the comment. 
 
Emma said to the children that Sally is wanting to put together some rules that could be similar to what is 
held in class ie how they will behave and apply the same values to the school bus.  She said that all the 
students would then be asked to follow the rules which might improve things. 
 
Alex (C3) asked if they could apply this on her bus? 
Emma said they could try. 
 
Ethan (F3) said that it would be good to read comics on the bus or books ie Marvel and Star Wars? 
Sally acknowledged the comment from Ethan and said that they could read on the bus in they would like. 
 
Katie L and Katie C (C1) both said that they like their escort and their driver. 
Sally was pleased with this and thought it was fantastic.   
 
Jacob (GC1) said that he gets the bus in the morning but doesn’t in the afternoon.  He said that in the 
afternoon he undertakes independent travel.  He said that it is good to be picked up in the morning as it 
gives him time to do his paper round before coming to school. 
 
Sally said that this then is very useful for Jacob.  She said that what she needs is some sort of agreement, 
a set of rules about how the children would like the transport to work on a day to day basis. 
 
It was decided to put the ideas onto the whiteboard and Jacob Roberts very kindly noted the points 
raised which were : 
 

- read more comics/read what you like to read 
- report anything you see is wrong /tell an adult 
- respect other people on the bus 
- keeping seat belts on 
- no shouting 
- be kind on the bus 
- respect the driver and the escort and behave appropriately 
- make good choices 
- rules should be for everyone including escorts and drivers – ie all bus users must behave 
- the bus is like a classroom – and people should behave in the same way  
- older pupils should set an example to the younger pupils – a good role model 

 
other points mentioned by the Councillors were :  
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- Brandon Robinson raised a concern as he said that he had seen one of the bus drivers jumping 
on the lift at the back of the bus.  He said that the lift didn’t stick and fell down and he said that 
made him think that if someone was on there in a wheelchair and the lift fell that someone could 
be seriously hurt.  So the issue around this was to make sure that the buses were fit for purposes 
and Sally added that it perhaps might be best if the driver didn’t jump on the lift ! 

- no food and drinks on the bus possibly – they felt that this should be in place for safety reasons 
ie if someone was just eating something and the driver had to brake abruptly it could possibly 
harm someone 

 
Sally then referred to the “My Journey Sheet”.  She asked if the children had seen them.  Some said they 
had received one last year.  She said that on the sample she brought it shows the type of vehicle that 
they will travel on, it shows a picture of the driver and the escort and it mentions a little bit about the 
routes.  She said on the back they have some agreement information on their ie what school will do, 
what parents will do and said that the rules could be put on there as well.  She asked the children if the 
leaflet was any good, did the children like it, want to change it?  Sally had brought two versions.  It was 
suggested that this be an action by the Councillors to share the versions with their class.  Gail will provide 
copies to the classes.  We have said that we would have a response to Sally within a month from now. 
 
There was a suggestion that symbols would be good.   
 
Dawn suggested having a competition ie bus of the week?  Sally liked the sound of this – this is something 
we would run in school and we could think of a prize to award to the driver and the escort.   
 
Bailey said that they get sweets on their bus on a Friday from the escort.  Alex suggested doing a design 
for each bus and that that a student could be chosen to undertake this. 
 
During the meeting Brandon Robinson had mentioned it was his birthday today so before the meeting 
was closed we all sang “Happy Birthday”. 
 
ACTION : 

- Councillors to share the sample “My Journey Sheets” with their class.  Teachers to note 
comments and pass the comments to Gail to collate (gwood@greenacre-school.co.uk). 

 

 
 
 

mailto:gwood@greenacre-school.co.uk

